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PEOPLE'S ACTION FOR FREE & FAIR ELECTIONS

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
PAFFREL ELECTION DAY COMMUNIQUE - 17 NOVEMBER 2005
(CORRECTED VERSION)

Outside of the North and East the Presidential Election was the best
conducted in the recent past, without major incidents of violence or
electoral malpractices being reported. The election campaign that
preceded the polls also took place with much less violence than in the
recent past. However, an almost total absence of participation in the
polls and an atmosphere of violence and intimidation in much of the
North and East have significantly affected these elections. It has
compromised the democratic process and institutions.

Prior to the elections, the LTTE made announcements that the Tamil
people had no reason to be interested in these elections, but could
exercise their vote if they so desired. This was accompanied by calls by
several pro-LTTE organizations who instructed the people not to take
part in the elections. When there was doubt as to the LTTE’s position,
the LTTE again reiterated its stance that the Tamil people had no reason
to be interested in the elections.

On the night preceding the election, and on the day of the polls, there
were several incidents of violence that served to heighten the
atmosphere of intimidation that existed in the North and East. There
were three grenade explosions in the night in Jaffna. On the day of
elections only a small proportion of people came out and voted, in the
region of less than one percent. People stayed indoors and shops were
closed. There was hardly any voting by people from the LTTE-controlled
areas.

In the East. there were deliberate efforts to keep the people away from
voting on election-day itself. The Karuna group issued a statement
calling on people to vote for one of the candidates. There were seven
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bomb attacks in polling stations, two suspected bombers died while
assembling a bomb, tyres were burnt on the road and buses were
prevented from leaving LTTE-controlled areas.

Given the non participation of a significant number of Tamil voters at
these elections due to the boycott call and intimidation, PAFFREL is
deeply concerned about the effective disenfranchisement of these
voters.

We remain concerned that even at an election which was relatively well
conducted in the South, PAFFREL has already received some reports of
voter intimidation, clashes between supporters of the UNP and the
UPFA, continuous violations on the ban on campaigning 48 hours prior
to the poll as well as attempted incidents of ballot stuffing. More
significantly, it is regrettable that the election to the office of the
Presidency which is meant to be a result of a country wide vote has
failed to live up to its promise due to the non participation of a significant
portion of the Tamil population of this country.
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Kingsley Rodrigo
Chairman
PAFFREL

Note: The Press Conference to Issue the Interim Report of this Election will be
held at National Library and Documentation Services Board, Colombo 7, on
19" November at 3.00 p.m.



