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ANFREL encourages the new president and all stake holders to put a further step for electoral reform

Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) appreciated the spirit of Sri Lankan people and the cooperation of PAFFREL for the 5th presidential election.  Observers from Asian countries had been welcomed to observe the 17th November 2005 election which they consider it is relatively peaceful in many areas.  From the observation in the areas of Badulla, Colombo, Gampaha, Galle, Hambantota, Kalutara, Kurunegala, Matale, Monaragala, Polonnaruwa, Puttalam, Ampara and Mannar, there was less violence comparing to several elections in the history, except the North and the East.  Even though ANFREL observers regret about the effective boycott, intimidation from LTTE and the bomb attacked some polling stations, had marred the will of voters in this election, observers are appreciated to see the number of voters turn out reached 73 percent.

After the polls, ANFREL wished all parties including LTTE and all stakeholders would run the country smoothly and find peaceful solution to solve the conflict in all areas.

For the well being of the people, ANFREL however would like to encourage Sri Lankan political parties and civil society to put a further step to their democracy development and political reform. 

With regard to the reformation of electoral process in the future, ANFREL proposes that: 

1. Election Commission should allow advance vote system for those people who are unable to return to their districts to vote but they should fix the dates and allow local organization to observe the process.

2. Postal vote can be taken for oversea voters in some countries where many Sri Lankan stay or work.  Election can be done at the Embassies in each country.

3.  Political parties both government and opposition sides should abide strictly by the election law. Candidates should not abused state mechanisms and personnel to benefit their campaigns.

4.  ANFREL strongly disagree with EC staff turning around the open side of voting booths so they could be seen by outsiders, the practice "seriously" affected voters' privacy.

5.  ID cards should be used together with the polling cards on the Election Day.

6.  It may be the time for the country to change the ballot boxes to be transparency boxes and they should be bigger than the current boxes.

7.  In order to make the preference vote represent the overall voters in the country, election commission need to educate people of how those votes are important. 

8. Police’s should know their role on the polling day.  They should not be inside polling station with the weapons. 

9. For transparency and sharing the whole system to public, counting process should be opened for both observers from PAFFREL and international observers to observe inside all the counting stations.  It is also necessary to observe the counting of postal votes.

10. ANFREL believed that the prisoners should have the right to vote as same as the other citizens. For example in Afghanistan and Indonesia, they allowed the prisoners to vote for the Presidential Election.   

However, ANFREL is happy to see the Senior Presiding Officers (SPO) and poll officers deployed from other areas in order to maintain the neutrality and independence.  We appreciated the way that they all stay over night at the polling sides before the Election Day and they could conduct their opening process on time.  Observers support the idea of preference vote, which it is wise to take this system to prevent the re-election in case the presidential candidate could not win with over 50 percent plus one.   Finally, ANFREL hope to see the election law to be amended by the cooperation of all parties, election commission and the president.  We thank to election commission for the accreditation that given to all international observers for this time.

The Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) in collaboration with its local member organization: the People’s Action for Free and Fair Elections (PAFFREL), deployed 20 international observers from Taiwan, India, Afghanistan, Thailand, Philippines, Japan, Indonesia, Cambodia, Malaysia, Burma and Bangladesh to observe the 5th Presidential Election in Sri Lanka from 10th – 20th November 2005. ANFREL’s observation activity contributed to the effort of PAFFREL to have a strong presence of international observers (in total 108 observers from 38 countries) to monitor the electoral process and its surrounding environment in all districts of Sri Lanka. 
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