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Get ready for the May 14 polls

YNCHRONIZED NATIONAL AND LOCAL ELECTIONS FOR MORE THAN 17,000
Ppositions-are scheduled for the second Monday of May. Half the seats in the Senate

and all the seats in the House of Representatives are at stake.
That the elections are to be conducted is a victory for people who opposed efforts by Mala-
caftang and its allies to amend the Constitution to pave the way for a shift to a parliamentary
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#2004 FIGURES  ** BASED OM NSCB FIGURES AS OF SEPT. 2004

In the 2004 elections, 48 persons ran for senator; 649 for represantative, 284 for governor, 227
tor vice governar, 2,107 for provincial beard member, 4,256 for mayor, 4,306 for vice mayor
and 36,274 for councilor.

Sangguniang Bayan

-Spandlni limits

THE GOVERNMENT has imposad cartain limitations on candidates to ensure
squal campaign opportunities.
The spending limit for someone running in the 2007 elections |s P3 for each votar
ragistarad In the constituency where he or she filed a certificate of candidacy. Po- |
litical parties and independent candidates can spend P5 for every such voter. |
In the case of presidential glections, those running for president or vice presi-

| dent can spend P10 par voter.
As of April 2006, thare ware 43,522,634 registerad voters in the country. This
maans that someone running for senator (who Is atfillatad with a political party)
can spend as much as P130,567,902 for his or her campaign. An Indepandent
sanatorial candidate can shell out at most P217,613,170

Electlon calsndar
| DATE /PERIOD © ACTIVITIES g
_v‘.}f’ 14 to Juno 13 ® Elsl';?lo_nperiud

Jan. 1510 Feb, 12 @ Filing of cartificates of candidagy forsenator;
filing of manifestations of intant 1o particlpate
in the party-list alaction

@ Flling of candidacies for local poslﬂons,

Jan, 15to March 29

12,015

form of government,

Had the signature campaign for Charter change or moves in the House to convene itself into
a constituent assembly succeeded, the midterm elections would have been scrapped, and the

Senate abolished,

Supporters of President Macapagal-Arroyo favor a shift to a parliamentary form of govern-
ment because, among other reasons, this would remove the opposition’s threat of impeaching
her under the present bicameral presidential system.

The elections can be seen either as a vote of confidence for Ms Arroyo, who has survived attempts
at impeaching her over the past two years, or a vote of confidence for those who oppose her:

Likein' past electoral exercises, the votes cast on May 14 will be counted manually and
slowly because the Commission on Elections has neither the time nor the money to automate

the polls.

Party-list

Starting 1998, Filipino voters have
elected into Congress representatives of
national, regional and sectoral parties un-
der the party-list system,

The system, established by Republic Act
No. 7941 (the Party-List System Actof 1995),
enables Filipinos belonging to
sectors to rake part in legislation,

Party-list representatives should constitute:
20 percent of the total number of members
of the House of Representatives, The ntmber
of seats given to each winning party depends
on the number of votes cast for it. Each parny
is entitled to not more than three seats,

Absentee voting

Philippine elections saw a first in 2004,
when qualified Filipino citizens abroad
were able to vote for president, vice presi-
dent, senators and party-list representa.
tives, by virtue of Republic Act No. 9189
or the Overseas Absentee Voting Act of
2003.

However, o

Voter turnouf, precincts, counting machines

/18—46 miliogn

3U0,UGL of the
en];smed during the two-month registration
peri

The absentee voting option is also
available for members of the armed
forces, police and government service,

who have been assigned temporarily o
places where they are not regnsmt‘hﬂ;%c.* .

ers to perform election duties, However,
they are allowed to vote only far. presl
denr, vice prcszdenr senators and party-

Including seats in the House of Rep

@ Posting of the certified list of voters

® Campaign pariod for aspiring senators and
party-list groups

@ Deadline for submission of namas of party-list

Fab. 13
Feb. 1310 May 12

March 30

list rep

Automation

The Commission on Electians has tried
but failed ro have elections automated.

The Court scrapped in 2002 the

March 30 to April 14 ® [nspection, verification and sealing of precinct

book of voters

® Campalgn perlod for aspiring members

of the House of Represantatives and for those
seeking provincial, city and icipal posts

® Casting of votes for ovarseas aosentes votars

March 30 to May 12

April 14 (host country time)

P6.6-billion contract for computerization
of the voters' registration list, which was
awarded to the Photokina group in 2000.
Congress eatlier reserved only P1 billion
for the project.

In 2004, the high courrvoided the P1,3-
billion contract that the Comelec had

ta May 14 {Phlllppine tima)

led to Mega Pacific eSolutions Inc.

Aprll 28 to April 30 ® Casting of votas for local voters

May 14 (7a.m. lo3p.m.) ® (asting of votes
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May 15to June 13 ® Filing ot sworn statements of dection
contributions and expenditures |
= & =Nt leay
Prohibited acts
DATE / PERIOD ACT

Jan. 1410 June 13 ® Bearing of firearms or other deadly weapons in public
places and privata vehicles, unless authcrized by the
Commission an Electlons

® Usa of security personnel by candidatss, unlass
assigned by Comelec

@ Organization or mal of clvili forces

. suapanslon of elective iocal officials

@ Transter of civil service officers and employess

® Afteration of precinct territory or establishment of a
n_vw precinct

L

fon or 3l franek
permitto cpsmm a radio or television station

® Local shooting competitions

or

Feb. 13 to May 14 ® Glving donations or gifts In cash or kind

® Use of armored land, water or alr crafl

for the automation of the counting and
canvassing of ballots. The Sup.ren:e Court
found the
vilnerable to "clectu:n fraud un.lmassve
scale by means of just & few key strokes

Forms of cheating

® \iote padding and sha\ﬂn.g

® Bribery

& Intimidation

® [llegal use of indelible ink

® Assuming the identity of another
voter and voting in hisor her name

® Snatching of ballot boxes and elec-
tion paraphernalia

® Marking ballots so these would be
considered “spoiled”

® Spreading false reports about with-
drawals or disqualifications of candidares

® De-listing voters identified with a ri-
val party
® Changing location of precinets

Violence

During the 2004 elections, almost 150

March 30 to May 14 ® g public inf ancissuing
treasury warrants or similar davices for & fulure
undertaking chargeable against public funds

® Hiring of new employees, craation of naw positions,
pramotion, and giving of salary increases or privilepes

® Campaigning (Maundy Thursday and 3ood Friday)

April 6 to April

May 13 10 May 14 ® Campaigring
@ Selling, offering or taking Intoxicatingliquor
@ Giving or accapting free transportation, food, drinks
and things of value

May 14 ® Soliciting votes or undertaking any propaganda for or

against any candidate or party within 30 meters of
polling places

@ Holding of falis, cockfights, horse races or similar sports
® Dpening of stalls salling merchandise or efreshments
within a radius of 30 meters from pofiing places

election-related deaths were recorded by
the Philippine National Police. Twenty+
nine of the fatalities were politicians, In
2001, about 110 were killed, 31 of whom
were politicians,

Political clans

Despite the 1987 Constitution's prohi-
bition against political dynasties, govern-
ment seats are still being passed among
family members. According to the Philip-
pine Center for Investigative Journalism’s
“The Rule Makers: How the Wealthy and
Well-born Dominate Congress (2004),"
40 percent of the representatives in post-
Marcos congresses are relatives of previ-
ous legislators.

Cyril L, Bonabente, Inquirer Research
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Registered absentee voters abroad
{as of 2004)

21,8 billion

~ Mega Pacific automation deal
Junked by the Supreme Court three years agu

1,500

Number of unused Mega Pacific counting machines

Powers of the Comelec

THE CONDUGCT of polis is supervised by the Commission on Elactions. an inde-
pendent body created in 1940 by an amandmant to the 1935 Canstitution. The
current Constitution has glvan Comelec | over el | s and
the power to deputiza, with the Presidant’s concurrance, law enforcement agen-
cles Including the Armad Forces of the Philippines to ensure peacetul and hon-
est elactions.
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| Ads, posters, streamers

| The Fair Elaction Act of 2001 (Republic Act No. 9006) specifies the size and
duration of lawful alection propapanda;

| Printed materlals (pamphiets, 8.5 in. wideand 14 In, lonp
| cards, stickers,..) |

Postars 2itbyatft |
Streamers announcing Ittbyéft
a public meeting*
FPrint adverti I '® Broadsheet: one-fourth of a page
@ Tabloid: half a page
{rmay appear at most thrice a week)
TVads @ National candidate/political party: 120 min~ |
® Local candidate/party; 60 min
Radio ads @ National candidate/party: 180 min

® |ocal candidate/party: 80.min
12 ft by 16 it in no more than 10 public places

Common poster areas
for parties

Common poster areas
for Independent aspirants

4 ftby & fLin no more than 10 public places

* may be disployed fve doys bekore the event, ond sheukd be removed within 24 hours ofter tha event

The low elso requines media personciies runaing for offies or campaigning for o condidate ar pary ¥
resign e loke o of ahsente from work during the cdmpaign  Airing of menbes o documen.
tarias portrying the be of o condidate or sh forieg 0 condidete s lizmves banned)
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